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About ZBW 

• World‘s largest specialst library for economics (founded 1919) 

• Branches in Kiel and Hamburg (GER)  275 persons employed 

• No campus, local use only secondary business, instead focus 
on supra-regional services, e.g. 

 

 Disciplinary portal EconBiz and subject repository EconStor 

 Journals Wirtschaftsdienst, Intereconomics and IREE 

 

http://www.econbiz.eu/
https://www.econstor.eu/?locale=en
https://www.intereconomics.eu/
http://www.iree.eu/


The project EDaWaX („European Data Watch Extended“) 

• DFG funded project (2011-2013 & 2014-2016), our 1st RDM project 
• Initiated by editors of economics journals and ZBW 
• Mission: Development of a useful service for storing replication 

data of empirical research articles 
 



• Evaluation of journals‘ data policies 
(and thereby of data and software 
packages used in economic 
research) 

• Analysis of the data sharing 
behaviour of economists 
(development of a theoretical 
model & evaluation of data sharing 
practises)  

• Evaluation of existing data archival 
services for economics journals 

Step 1: Analysis 
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https://https/pixabay.com/en/audit-investigation-searching-3411617/License
https://https/pixabay.com/en/audit-investigation-searching-3411617/License
https://https/pixabay.com/en/audit-investigation-searching-3411617/License
https://https/pixabay.com/en/audit-investigation-searching-3411617/License
https://https/pixabay.com/en/audit-investigation-searching-3411617/License
https://https/pixabay.com/en/audit-investigation-searching-3411617/License
https://https/pixabay.com/en/audit-investigation-searching-3411617/License
https://https/pixabay.com/en/audit-investigation-searching-3411617/License
https://https/pixabay.com/en/audit-investigation-searching-3411617/License


Step 2: Conception of the Application 

Nontechnical 
requirements 

technically  oriented 
requirements 

Requirement Specifications 
for the data archive 

Analyses of 
Journals‘ Data 

Policies 

Legal 
Requirements 

Analyses of the Data 
Sharing Behaviour 

Requirements of the 
Metadata Schema 

Examination of 
existing Services 

Demands on the 
software (e.g. OSS) 



The EDaWaX Application (ZBW Journal Data Archive) 

• Based on CKAN 
• Metadata Schema: da|ra 

/DataCite (extended) 
• Data upload: Authors 
• Quality assurance: Editorial 

Offices 
 



Step 3: Evaluation 

• At the end of funding phase I, we broadly invited editors of 
economics journals to a workshop 
 • The aim was to evaluate the 
pilot application 
 

• We received valueable 
feedback to improve the 
application  
 

• The close connection with 
economic research ensured, 
that the application fits to the 
needs of the intended users. 
 



Benefits of our approach 

• The analysis work packages have been very useful to approximate to 
RDM in economics. 

• We learned a lot about the data and research methodology used by 
researchers in economics 

• We got information about the status quo in economists‘ data sharing 
culture and practises 

• EDaWaX opened doors: towards learned societies, research data centres, 
and the research community 

• The project helped to transform the perception of ZBW from an institution 
‚that deals with books & journals‘ towards a modern research infrastructure 
provider 
 
 



Thank you for your attention! 
…do you have questions or comments?  
 
 
Sven Vlaeminck 
ZBW – Leibniz-Information Centre for Economics  
Hamburg / Germany 
Tel.: +49 40 – 42834 419 
 
……………………… | www.edawax.de | http://journaldata.zbw.eu 
 
Related Literature:  
- http://www.edawax.de/downloads/project-output-funding-phase-i/  
- https://www.edawax.de/downloads/  
- http://journaldata.zbw.eu/info  
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